
Town of Garner 
Town Council Meeting Minutes 

August 16, 2016 
 
 

The Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. in the Garner Police Department Training Room located at  
912 7th Avenue. 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:  Mayor Ronnie Williams 
 
Present:  Mayor Ronnie Williams, Mayor Pro Tem Kathy Behringer, Council Member Jackie Johns, Council 
Member Buck Kennedy, Council Member Ken Marshburn, Council Member Gra Singleton 
 
Staff Present: Rodney Dickerson-Town Manager, John Hodges-Asst. Town Manager-Development Services, 
Michael Gammon-Budget & Special Projects Manager, Joseph Stallings-Economic Development Director, Mari 
Howe-Downtown Development Manager, Pam Wortham-Finance Director, Tony Chalk-Town Engineer, Reginald 
Buie-Neighborhood Improvement Manager, Thad Anderson-Attorney, William E. Anderson-Town Attorney, 
Stella Gibson-Town Clerk. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Ken Marshburn 
 
INVOCATION:  Council Member Ken Marshburn 
 
PETITIONS AND COMMENTS  
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Motion: Johns 
Second:  Behringer 
Vote:  Unanimous 
 
Mr. Anderson requested to add 2 additional closed sessions to the agenda per N.C. General Statute 143-
318.11(a)(3) “to consult with the Town Attorney regarding litigation” and N.C. General Statute 143-318.11(a)(5) 
“to discuss possible real estate acquisition and the Town’s negotiating position regarding such real estate.” 
 
Motion: Marshburn 
Second:  Behringer 
Vote:  Unanimous 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
 
James R. Stevens Service to Garner Award 
Presenter:  Jimmy Stevens 

 
Mayor Ronnie S. Williams was recognized as the recipient of the 2016 James R. Stevens Service to Garner Award. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Investment Performance Report 
Presenter:  Craig Robinson, PFM Asset Management 



 
Mr. Robinson presented an update of the Town’s investment performance for the second quarter (March 1 – 
June 30, 2016). 
 
 
CONSENT 
 
Minutes from May 31 & June 28 Work Sessions and from June 21, July 5, July 19, and August 1 Council 
Meetings. 

 
Action:  Adopt Minutes 
 
Resolution to Accept Governor’s Highway Safety Program (GHSP) Grant for 4th Year Funding of DWI 
Enforcement Officer  
Presenter:  Sgt. Chris Adams 

 
This GHSP grant covers 4th and final year funding of our DWI Enforcement Officer position which is covered 
through a 50% federal share and 50% local match.  GHSP funding will be $38,975.00 and the Town’s contribution 
will be $38,974.00 from the General Fund.  The local match was funded in the FY16-17 budget. 
 
Action:  Adopt Resolution (2016) 2299 
 
Motion: Kennedy 
Second:  Singleton 
Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
Neighborhood Improvement Grant 
Presenter:  Reginald Buie, Neighborhood Improvement Manager 
 
Forest Landing Neighborhood Watch is seeking matching grant funds in the amount of $323.53 for the 
replacement of broken letters on the subdivision entrance sign at Winding Brook Drive. 

 
Action:  Authorize Neighborhood Improvement Grant for $323.53 
 
Motion: Kennedy 
Second:  Marshburn 
Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 
 
Human Resources Committee Nomination to PRCR Board 
Presenter:  Ken Marshburn, Council Member 
 
The recent resignation of Aketa Emptage from the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources Advisory Board, 
created a vacancy on the Board.  The Human Resources Committee recommended appointing Althea Boone to 
fill the remainder of Ms. Emptage’s term ending June 30, 2017. 



 
Action:  Appoint Board Member 
 
Motion: Marshburn 
Second:  Johns 
Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 
Bond Project Tracking Report 
Presenter:  Michael Gammon, Budget & Special Projects Manager and Tony Chalk, Town Engineer 

 
Mr. Gammon and Mr. Chalk provided an overview of the status of the bond program, specifically changes and 
updates from the last report. 
 
Mr. Chalk also advised Council that a mock wall is being constructed to show the materials proposed for the new 
Town Hall.  Council Member Kennedy asked Mr. Chalk if he was satisfied with the contractor’s curing techniques 
and Mr. Chalk responded that the contractor is testing the concrete to ensure adequate cure. 
 
Mr. Dickerson stated a groundbreaking for the Recreation Center will be scheduled in the near future and a 
ribbon cutting with the sidewalk project. 
 
Action:  No action required; report only. 

 
 

Economic Development Annual Report 
Presenter:  Joseph Stallings, Economic Development Director and Mari Howe, Downtown Development Manager 
 
Mr. Stallings provided an overview of the activity of the Economic Development Department for FY 2015-2016.   
Highlights included the China stock market crash, declining oil prices, Greece defaults, Puerto Rico defaults on 
government loans, U.S. unemployment fell to 5% and the Federal government raised the interest rate.   
 
The Economic Development Department submitted proposals for projects that could bring over $5.31B in 
potential investment and 11,243 potential jobs to Garner.  The Department responded to 74 requests for 
information from clients.  Staff submitted the Garner Technology Center site for 10 projects and conducted 2 
site visits in 2015-2016.  During this time, Garner approved its first brewery, STOCK America announced their 
decision to open their corporate headquarters in Garner, Overland Contracting opened their new headquarters 
in Garner, Bella Rose Nursing Home announced a new investment of $8.75M, Mattress Firm & Crown Equipment 
fully occupied Duke Realty’s new 130,000 sq. ft. flex-industrial space in Greenfield North, Improved Nature 
announced a new investment of $3M, Gabe’s up-fitted the 80,000 sq. ft. of underutilized retail space at North 
South Station, and investment and expansion at White Oak continues.  In addition, the Economic Development 
Department launched its inaugural Business Retention & Expansion program in September 2016 with assistance 
from the Chamber of Commerce, utility representatives, and business service providers. 
 
Ms. Howe provided an overview of the private and public investment, business development, and volunteer 
hours invested in downtown redevelopment hours.  The private sector demonstrated their growing interest in 
downtown Garner through strategic investments of $1.22M and public sector investment was $1.1M.  Citizens 
invested 556 volunteer hours towards downtown redevelopment efforts; a value of $12,156. 
 
Action:  No action required; report only. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  



 
 
MANAGER REPORTS  
 
• garner info 
• Building & Permit Report 
• Finance Report 
• Wake County Housing Authority Fee Waiver Request for the Delta Place project 
• Status of Town Hall Underground Power 
• Council Photos for Security Badges 
 
 
ATTORNEY REPORTS  
 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Council Member Marshburn 
• Expressed his appreciation and enjoyment from attending the Seussical Jr. performance at the 

Garner Performing Arts Center. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Behringer 
• Reported tall grass at 300 W. Garner Road. 
• Reported receiving a call from a resident expressing concern regarding junk cars, decrepit buildings 

and unoccupied homes near Rand Mill Park and asked if Council could improve the looks of the 
area. 

 
Council Member Johns 
• Asked if the hedges at the intersection of Garner Road and Creech Road could be trimmed to 

improve the line of sight. 
 
Council Member Singleton 
• Asked Council consensus to write a letter encouraging the Drury Inn to come to Garner. 
 
Council Member Kennedy 
• Asked about raising the Town’s profile in the Carolina Magazine. 
 
 
CLOSED SESSIONS 
 
Pursuant to N.C. General Statute Section 143-318.11(a)(4) to discuss “economic development”, N.C. 
General Statute 143-318.11(a)(3) “to consult with the Town Attorney regarding litigation” and N.C.G.S. 
143-318.11(a)(5) “to discuss possible real estate acquisition and the Town’s negotiating position 
regarding such real estate.” 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT – 10:43 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 



Stella Gibson 


